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UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION 
AGAINST CORRUPTION 

Parties 10 this Convention, 

Concerned about the seriousness of problems and threats by 
corruption to the stability and security of societies. undermining the 
institutions and values of democracy. ethical values and justice 
jeopardizing sustainable development and the rule of law • 

... ,.."'· ..... ""n also about the links corruption and other of 
crime, in particular organized crime and economic crime. including rnnnP,'J_ 

laundering, 

nM,,.p'·M,,,n tt./rlJ'u .. r about cases of that involve vast quantities 
of assets. 
States, and 
those States, 

constitute a substantial proportion of the resources of 
the political stability sustainable development of 

Convinced that corruption is no longer a local matter but a transnational 
phenomenon that all societies and economies, making 
cooperation to prevent and control it essential, 

Convinced also that a comprehensive and multidisciplinary approach is 
required to combat corruption effectively. 

Convinced further that the availability of technica.l assistance can play 
an important role in enhancing the ability of States, including by strengthening 
capacity and by institution· building, to prevent combat corruption 
effectively, 

Convinced that illicit acqUISItion of personal wealth can be 
particularly damaging to democratic institutions, national economies and the 
rule of law, 

Determined to prevent, detect and deter in a more effective manner 
international transfers of illicitly acquired assets and to strengthen international 
cooperation in asset 

Acknowledging the fundamental principles of of law in 
criminal proceedings and in civil or administrative proceedings to 
property rights, 



in mind that 
responsibility all States 
the support and involvement 

such as civil society, nOII1·fj:ovenlmlelmal 0lraanl2:BUons 
if their ...... ;, ...... '" 

a/so in mind the principles of management of public 
affairs and public property, fairness. responsibiHty and equality before the law 
and integrity foster a culture of rejection of 
corruption. 

on 
Criminal Justice and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in 

Recalling the work out by 
organizations in this field, including the Union, the 
Council of Europe, Cooperation Council (also known as the 
World the European Union~ the League of Arab 

Economic Cooperation and Development 
Organization of American States, 

Taking note with appreciation of multilateral instruments to nrl"'VPllU 

combat corruption, including, inter alia, the Inter-American Convention 
Corruption, adopted by the Organization of American 
1996, the Convention on 
the European .... UIUUI 

Union, adopted 
Convention on Foreign Public Officials 
Business Transactions. adopted by the Organisation for Economic CD'ODc~ral 
and Development Oil 21· 1997, the Criminal Law 
Corruption. adopted by Committee of Ministers of the 
on 27 January 1999. Convention on Corruption. aOCtDU:O 
Committee of Ministers of the of Europe on 4 November 1999. and 
the on Preventing and Combating Corruption, 
adopted/ by and Government of the African Union on t 2 
July 

entry into force on 29 September 2003 of the United 
against Transnational Organized Crime. 

Have In''.'''Ii!I!'U as follows: 
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The purposes 

(a) To 
corTut,llCrD more 

technical aSS~ISI,an(~e 
in 8sset rl"!l'nVf'fV: 

public " .. 'y,.n"'., 

Cbapter I 
General provisions 

AT/icle } 

velmc~n are: 

2 
a/terms 

to combat 

ftll'nftll'1I' mall'laa;ement of 

For the purposes of this 

(a) upublic officialH shall mean: 0) any person holding a legislative, 
executive, administrative or judicial of a Party~ whether appointed 
or elected, whether permanent or whether paid or unpaid. 
irrespective of that person's seniority; (H) any other person who performs a 
public function, including for a public or public enterprise. or provides 
Ii public service, as defined in the domestic law of the State Party and as 
applied in the pertinent area of law of that State Pany; (Hi) any other person 
defined as a "public official" in the domestic law of a State Pany. However, for 
the purpose of some specific measures contained in chapter n of this 
Convention, "public official" may mean any person who performs a public 
function or provides a public service as defined in the domestic law of the 
State Party and as applied in pertinent area of law of that State Pany~ 

(b) "Foreign 
legislative. executive, 
whether 
foreign country, 

public official" shall mean any person holding a 
or judicial office of a foreign country, 
person exercising a public function for a 

11 public agency or public enterprise; 
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(c) "Official of a public international organization" shall mean an 
international civil servant or any person ~ho is authorized by such an 
organization to act on behalf of that organization; 

(d) "Property" shaH mean assets of every kind, whether corporeal or 
incorporeal, movable or immovable, tangible or intangible, and legal 
documents or instruments evidencing title to or interest in such assets; 

(e) "Proceeds of crime" shall mean any property derived from or 
obtained, directly or indirectly, through the of an oll'ence; 

(£) "Freezing" or "seizure" shall mean temporarily prohibiting the 
transfer, conversion, disposition or movement of property or temporarily 
assuming custody or control of property on the basis of an order issued by a 
court or other competent authority; 

(g). applicable, shall 
mean the permanent deprivation of property by order of a court or other 
competent authority; 

(h) "Predicate offence" shall mean any offence as a result of which 
proceeds have been generated that may become subject of an offence as 
defined in article 23 of this Convention; 

(i) 

more .;:n.iill~~;'. 

authorities. 
of persons 

I. 

seizure, 

"Controlled delivery" shall mean the technique of allowing illicit 
pass oUlof. the territory of one or 

knowledge of competeRt 
to the and identification 

Article 3 
of opplicallort 

accordance with this Convention. 

exc:::eD( as n ... ".·..., .... 

.... "" ..... e' ... or harm to state property. 
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Article 4 
Protection of sovereignty 

1. !ihall carry out their obligations under this 
Convention in a manner consistent with the principles of sovereign equality 
and territorial of States and that of non-intervention in the domestic 
affairs of 

Nothing in Convention shall entitle a State Party to undertake 
in the territory the of jurisdiction and performance of 
functions that are rll'<::l"nJI"n for the authorities of that other 
its domestic law. 

1. 
principles of its 
coordinated 
and reflect 
affairs and public 

2. 
effective 

Chapter II 
Preventive measures 

Article 5 
anli-corruption policies and practices 

Party shall, in accordance with the fundamental 
develop and implement or maintain 

policies that promote the participation of society 
of the ruJe of law, proper management of public 
integrity. transparency and accountability. 

Party shall endeavour to establish and promote 
at prevention of corruption, 

3. Party shall endeavour to periodically evaluate relevant 
legal instruments and administrative measures with a view to determining their 
adequacy to and fight corruption. 

appropriate and in accordance with 
system, collaborate with other 

include participation in international programmes and 
prevention corruption. 
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Article 6 
Preventive anti-corruption body or bodies 

1. Each State Pany shall, in accordance with the 
principles of its legal system, ensure the existence ofa body or UUli.ll"'~' 
appropriate, that prevent corruption by such meRns as: 

the policies referred to in anide 5 of 
overseeing coordinating the 

(b) Increasing and disseminating knowledge 
corruption. 

2. Each State Party shall grant the body or bodies referred to in 
paragraph I of this article the necessary independence, in accordance with the 
fundamental principles of its legal system, to enable the body or bodies to 
carry out its or their functions effectively and free from any undue influence. 
The necessary material resources and specialized staff, as well as the training 
that such staff may require to carry out their functions, should be provided. 

Each State Party shall inform theSecretary.General of the United 
name 

P............ in developing 

Arlle/,7 
Public sector 

1. State Party accordance with 
the fundamental principles of legal endeavour to adopt, maintain 
and systems for the recruitment. hiring. 
retirement of civil servants and. where appropriate, 

(a) are based on 
objective criteria 

(b) That include adequate procedures for the selection and 

and 

individuals for public positions considered especially vulnerable to corruption 
and the rotation, where appropriate, of such individuals to other positions; 

(c) That promote adequate remuneration and equitable pay scales, 
taking into account the level of economic development of the State Party; 
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(d) That promote education and training programmes to enable them· 
to meet the requirements for the correct, honourable and proper performance of 
public functions and that provide them with specialized and appropriate 
training to enhance their awareness of the risks of corruption inherent in the 
performance of their functions. Such programmes may make reference to codes 
or standards of conduct in applicable areas. 

2. Each State Party shall also consider adopting appropriate 
legislative and administrative measures. consistent with the objectives this 
Convention and in accordance with the fundamental principles of its domestic 
law, to prescribe criteria concerning candidature for and election to public 
office. 

3. Each State Party shall also consider taking appropriate legislative 
and administrative measures, consistent with the objectives of this Convention 
and in accordance with the fundamental principles of its domestic law,to 
enhance transparency in the funding of candidatures for elected public office 
and. where applicable. the funding of politica.l parties. 

4. Each Sta.te Party shall, in accordance with the fundamental 
principles of its domestic law, endeavour to adopt, maintain and strengthen 
systems that promote transparency and prevent conflicts of interest. 

Article 8 
Codes of conduct for public officials 

I. In order to fight corruption. each State Party shall promote, inter 
alia, integrity, honesty and responsibility among its public officials, in 
accordance with the fundamental principles of its legal system. 

2. In particular, each State Party shall endeavour to apply, within its 
own institutional and legal systems, codes or standards of conduct for the 
correct, honourable and proper performance of public functions. 

3. For the purposes of implementing the provisions of this article. 
each State Party shall, where appropriate and in accordance with the 
fundameotal principles of its legal system. take note of the relevant initiatives 
of regional, interregional and multilateral organizations, such as the 
International Code of Conduct for Public Officials contained in the annex to 
General Assembly resolution 51/59 of 12 December 1996. 

4. Each State Party shaH also consider, in accordance with the 
fundamental principles of its domestic law, establishing measures and systems 
to facilitate the reporting by public ·officials of acts of corruption to appropriate 
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authorities, acts COffi.C to their notice in the performance of their 

1. 
principles of its 

llI4"A"n1"IIAI'U"fl' with the 
disciplinary or other measures 

codes or standards established in 

systems of procurement, based on transparency, competition and objective 
criteria in decision-making, that inter alia, in preventing 
corruption. Such systems; which account appropriate threshold 
values in their application, shaH 

(a) The public distribution of 
procedures and contracts, including information on 
relevant or pertinent information on of 
tenderers sufficient time to prepare 

(b) 
including 
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(e) Where appropriate, measures to regulate matters regarding 
personnel responsible for procurement, such as declaration of interest in 
particular public procurements, screening procedures and training requirements. 

2. Each Party shall, in accordance with the fundamental 
principles of its legal system, take appropriate measures to promote 
transparency and accountability in the management of public finances. Such 
measures shaH encompass. aHa: 

(a) Procedures for the adoption of the national budget; 

(b) Timely reporting on revenue expenditure; 

(c) A system of accounting and auditing standards and related 
oversight; 

(d) Effective and efficient systems of risk management and internal 
control; and 

(e) Where appropriate, corrective action in the case of failure to 
comply with requirements established in this paragraph. 

3. Each Party shaH such civil and administrative measures 
as be accordance with the fundamental principles of 
domestic law, to preserve integrity of accounting books, records, financial 
statements or other documents related to public expenditure and revenue and to 
prevent the falsification of such documents. 

Article )0 
Public reporting 

Taking account the to combat corruption, each State Party 
shall l in accordance with the fundamental principles of domestic law, take 
such measures as may necessary to enhance transparency in public 
administration, including with regard to its organization, functioning and 
decision-making processes, where appropriate. Such measures may include, 
inter alia: 

(8) Adopting procedures or regulations aHowing members of the 
general public to obtain, where information on the organization, 
functioning and decision-making processes of its public administration and, 
with regard for the protection of privacy and personal data, on decisions 
and lega! acts that concern members of the public; 
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to .... "" ••• " .... ,.. 

the 

I. Bearing in mind the mae'Pc~naen(:e of the judiciary and its 
role In combating corruption, Party shall. in accordance 
fundamental principles of and without prejudice [0 

independence. take measures integrity and to 
opportunities for corruption of the judiciary. Such measures 
may of IU..-II,,"..-I 

2. Measures to the same 
I of this article may be 
in those 
independence 

as those taken pursuant to paragraph 
within the prosecution CPI'VU'P 

enjoys 

1. Each State shall take measures, in accordance with the 
fundamental principles of its domestic law, to prevent corruption involving the 
private sector, enhance and auditing standards in the private sector 
and, where appropriate, provide effective, proportionate and dissuasive civil, 
administrative or criminal penalties for failure to comply with such measures. 

agencies 
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(c) transparency among private entities, including, where 
appropriate. measures regarding the identity of legal and persons 
involved in and management of corporate 

(d) Preventing of procedures regulating 
including procedures regarding subsidies and licences 
authorities activities; 

entities, 
public 

(e) conflicts of interest by imposing as 
appropriate and for a period of time. on the professional activities 
of fonner public officials Of on the employment of public the 
private sector their resignation or retirement. where such activ or 
employment relate directly to the functions held or supervised by public 
officials during their tenure; 

(f) Ensuring that private enterprises, taking into account 
structure and have sufficient internal auditing controls [0 

preventing and acts of corruption and that the accounts 
financial statements of such private enterprises are to 
auditing and certification procedures. 

3. In order to prevent corruption, each State Party shall take such 
accordance with its domestic and 

of books and records, 
and auditing standards; to prohibit the 

out for the purpose of committing any of the 
with this Convention: 

(a) The establishment of off-the-books accounts; 

(b) The making of off-the-books or inadequately 
transactions; 

(c) The of non-existent expenditure; 

(d) The entry of liabilities with incorrect identification 
objects; 

(e) use of 

(0 The 
than foreseen by the law. 

4. Each State 
that constitute bribes, 

documents; and 

of bookkeeping documents 

shall disallow the tax deductibility of 
latter being one of the constituent elements 
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offences established in accordance with articles 1 S and 16 of this Convention 
and, wileR' appropriate, incurred of corrupt 
conduct. 

"., "U .. ,'" JJ 
Parliclpatlon of society 

1. Each State Party 
fundamental ............. u ... 

participation and 
such as non-governmental 
organizationstprevention corruption and to 
public awareness regarding the existence, causes and gravity of and the 
posed by corruption. This participation should be strengthened by such 
measures as: 

,(8) the transparency of and promodng 
the to Qe'~I!non·'mllKlrlg Dlrocess,es: 

(b) Ensuring that the public has effective access to infonnation; 

that contribute to non-
IS public education including 

(d) Respecting. promoting andprolec:ting the freedom to 
receive, publish and disseminate information concerning corruption. That 
freedom may be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall only be such as 
are provided for by law and are necessary: 

(i) respect the rights or reputations of others; 

(ii) For the protection of national security or ordre public or of public 
health or morals. 

2. Each State Party shaH take appropriate measures to ensure that the 
relevant anrj·corruption bodies referred to in this Convention are known to the 
public and shall provide access to such bodies. where appropriate, for the 
reporting. including anonymously, of any incidents that may be considered to 
constitute an offence estabi.ished accordance with 
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Measures tD prevent money-laundering 

1. Each State Party shall: 

Without prejudice to article 46 of this 

law, judicial 
information at 

law 

by and. to 
a intelligence unit to serve as a centre 

collection, analysis and dissemination of information regarding .... nr ..... ' 

shall consider implementing feasible measures to 
movement of cash and appropriate 

across borders, subject to safeguards to ensure proper use of 
without impeding in any way the: movement of legitimate 

measures may include a requirement that individuals and 
U:Sll[lC:;:;CS report the cross-border transfer of substantial quantities of 

appropriate instruments. 

3. Parties shall consider implementing appropriate and 
feasible measures to require financial institutions, including money 

(a) include on forms for the electronic transfer of funds 
...... "''''''''l!!> ... ''' accurate and meaningful information on the originator; 

(b) maintain such information throughout the 

that do nol 

4. In a domestic regulatory and supervisory 
the terms of this article, and without prejudice to any other article 0 
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Convention, "Il10: ... 11' ... "," &;JI .. , ...... "" 

initiatives of .... ional, 
money-Iaundlring. 

be nec:ess,lrY 

(8) 
indirectly, 
person or entity, in order that the official 
exercise of his or her offie ial duties; 

(b) The 10lienatiOn 
indirectly. of an unClue BO"BnllBKIIl:. 

person or "' ........ 
exercise olhil or 

1. 

to use as a guideline the relevant 
multilateral organizations against 

and promote global. 

directly or 
or or another 

act or refrain from acting in the 

be necessary as"a GrlmlHBI ... ~'1;" ..... , ... 

the promise. offering or giving to a fnr'eu:J'n 
public fntli"f";I~fh.r 

for 
offielal act or refrain from acting the 
order to obtain or retain business or other 
conduct international business. 
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Each State shall consider adopting 
nec:ess to establish measures as may be 

committed intentionally, 
official or an official of a public 
indirectly, of an undue advantage. 
person or entity, in that the 
exercise of his or 

Article J 7 

Each State Party shall adopt such .... &I:.:IrUU 

be necessary to 
the CnlOCJ~LICm 
his or 
public or private 
public official by 

Each State 

Article 18 
Trading in influence 

- 15-
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a foreign public 
directly or 
or another 

acting in the 



or 
performance of or faHure to perform an in violation of laws, by a public 
official in the discharge of his or functions, for the purpose of obtaining an 
undue advantage for or or or entity." 

assets of a public official that 
his or her lawful income. 

advantage to 
sector entity, 
that 

a liU ",.UT ,1".1 .. 1\1 

cannot reasonably explain in relation to 

Article 

offences, when 
... ..., .......... or 
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Article 22 
Embezzlement of property in the private sector 

Each State Party shall consider adopting such legislative and, other 
measures as may be necessary to establish as a criminal offence, when 
committed intentionally in the course of economic. financial or commercial 
activities, embezzlement by a person who directs or works, in any capacity, in 
a private sector entity of any property, private funds or securities or any ot"her 
thing of value entrusted to him or her by virtue of his or her position. 

Article 23 
Laundering of proceeds of crime 

1. Each State Party shall adopt, in accordance with fundamental 
principles of its domestic law, such legislative and other measures as may be 
necessary to establish as criminal offences, when committed intentionally: 

(a) 0) The conversion or transfer of property, knowing that such 
property is the proceeds of crime, for the purpose of concealing or disguising 
the illicit origin of the property or of helping any person who is involved in the 
commission of the predicate offence to evade the legal consequences of his or 
her action; 

(ii) The concealment or disguise of the true nature, source, location. 
disposition, movement or ownership of or rights with respect to 
property, knowing that such property is the proceeds of crime; 

(b) Subject to the basic concepts of its legal system: 

(i) The acquisition, possession or use of property, knowing, at the 
time of receipt, that such property is the proceeds of crime; 

(ii) Participation in, association with or conspiracy to commit, 
attempts to commit and aiding, abetting. facilitating and counselling the 
commission of any of the offences established in accordance with this 
article. 

2. For purposes of implementing or applying paragraph I of this 
article: 

(a) Each State Party shall seek to apply paragraph I of this article 10 

the widest range of predicate offences; 
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(b) Each State Party shall include as predicate offences. at a minimum 
a comprehensive range of criminal offences established in accordance with this 
Convention; 

(c) For the purposes of subparagraph (b) ahove, predicate offences 
shall include offences committed both within and outside the jurisdiction of the 
State Party in question. However, offences committed outside the jurisdiction 
of a State Party shall constitute predicate offences only when the relevant 
conduct is a criminal offence under the domestic law of the State where it is 
committed and would be a criminal offence under the domestic law of the State 
Party implementing or applying this article had it been committed ther.e; 

(d) Each State Party shall furnish copies of its laws that give effect to 
this article and of any to or a description thereof 
to the Nations; 

(e) required by fundamental principles of the domestic a 
State it may be provided offences set ftAI"ACTI'BT1lh 1 of this 
article do not to the ............... .. 

ArJicle 24 
Concealment 

Without to the of 
each State Party shaU consider legislative 
may be necessary to establish as Ii criminal offence. when committed 
intentionally after the commission of of the offences established in 
accordance with this Convention without having participated in such offences, 
the concealment or continued of property when the person involved 
knows that property is of of established in 
accordance with this 

Arlicle 
Obstruction of justice 

Each State Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may 
be necessary to establish as criminal offences. when committed intentionally: 

(a) The use of physica,1 force, threats or intimidation or the promise. 
offering or giving of an undue advantage to induce false testimony or to 
interfere in the giving of testimony or the production of evidence in a 
proceeding in relation to the commission of offences established in accordance 
with this Convention; 
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(b) The use of physical force, 
the exercise of official duties by a justice or law 
relation to the commission of offences established 
Convention. Nothing in this subparagraph 
Parties to have legislation that protects 

I. Each State shall adopt such measures as may be necessary. 
with legal principles, to establish the liability persons for 

participation in the offences established in accordance with this Convention. 

2. Subject to the legal principles of the State Party, the liability of 
persons may be criminal. civil or administrative. 

3. Such liability shall be without prejudice to the criminal liability of 
the natural persons who have committed the offences. 

4. Each State Party shall. in particular, ensure that 
liable in accordance with this article are subject to effective, ..... 1" .... ,... .... 

dissuasive criminal or non-criminal sanctions. including ... ,,"' ....... Oll"'lJ 

Article 27 
Participation and altempt 

I. Eaeh State Party shall adopt such legislative and 
as may be necessary to establish as a criminal offence, in ""PI'''''''' 
domestic law, participation in any capacity such as an 'f."" ... ',,..., .... 
instigator in an offence established in accordance with this 

2. Each State Party may adopt such legislative 
may be necessary to establish as a criminal offence, in Q ....... ''' .. r''. 
domestic law, any attempt to commit an offence established in IU".t'nTl1!U'\ 

this Convention. 

3. Each State Party may adopt such legislative and 
may be necessary to establish as a criminal offence, in <o",£" ... r ... 

domestic law, the preparation for an offence established 
this Convention. 

-19-
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,..'r",rlll·18 
nD1Wl.l!~a,,'e lntent and purpose as elements 

of an offence 

or required as an an oncnc::e 
established in accordance with this Convention may be inferred from objective 
factual circumstances. 

Article 29 
SUr/UJte of limitations 

Pany shaH, where appropriate. establish 
statute of limitations period in which to commence proceedings 

in accordance with this Convention and establish a 
limitations period or provide for the suspension of the statute 

alleged offender has evaded the administration of 

shall make [he 
with this Convention 

gravity of that onlence. 

2. State Party shaH take such measures as may 
or in accordance with its legal system and 

an appropriate balance between any immunities or 
to its public officials for the performance of their 

and the possibility, when necessary, of effectively investigating, orc.seC:Ulllna 
and adjudicating offences established in accordance with this Convention. 

offences 

4. 

endeavour to ensure that 
law relating to prosecution of 1I"I>.,. .. 'Ct\II1~C" 

In accordance with this Convention are 
v",ni .. "" of Jaw enforcement measures in respect of those 

-".. ....... to the to 

offences established in accordance 
shall take appropriate measures, in accordance 
due regard to the rights of the defence, to 

connection with on 

-20-
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pending trial or appeal take 
of the defendant at 

5. Each 
concerned when 
persons convicted of 

the need to ensure the orf~selnce 
'UU,Il'" proceedings. 

shall take into account the gravity of the ottenices 
eventuality of early release or parole of 

6. Each State Party, to the extent consistent with the fundamental 
principles of its legal system, shall consider establishing procedures through 
which a public official accused of an offence established in accordance with 
this Convention may. where appropriate, be removed. suspended or 
by the appropriate authority, bearing in mind respect for the principle of the 
presumption of innocence. 

7. Where warranted by gravity of the offence, each 
to the extent consistent with the fundamental principles of its legal 
shall consider establishing procedures for the disqualification. by court 
or any other appropriate means, for a period time determined by domestic 
law, of persons convicted of in accordance with this 
Convention from: 

(a) Holding 

(b) Holding office in an 
State. 

8. Paragraph I 
exercise of disciplinary 
servants. 

-21-
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without prejudice to the 
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affect the principle 
accordance with this 

or other legal principles 
domestic law of a State 
punished in accordance 

"I",'\"".nt... the reintegration into 
accordance with this 



Article ,1J 
Freezing, seizure and confiscation 

I. State Pany "'I'\'III.'III\,II!O within 
its legal 
confiscation of: 

(a) Proceeds of derived from offences established in 
accordance this Convention or property the value of which corresponds to 
that such proceeds; 

(b) Propeny. equipment or other instrumentalities in or ... ,..;ou.u .... 

for use in offences established in accordance with this Convention. 

2. Each State Party shall take such measures as may be necessary to 
enable the identification. or seizure of any item referred to in 
paragraph 1 of this of eventual confiscation. 

Each Stale Pany shan adopt, in accordance with its domestic 
such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to regulate the 
administration by the competent authorities of frozen, seized or confiscated 
property covered in paragraphs I and 2 of this article. 

4. If such proceeds of crime have been transformed or converted, in 
part or in full, into other property, such property shaH be liable to the measures 
referred to in this article instead of the proceeds. 

5. If such proceeds of crime have been intenningled with property 
acquired from legitimate sources, such property shall, without prejudice to any 
powers relating to freezing or seizure, be liable to confiscation up to the 
assessed of lhe intenningled Dr(l~CeC'Qs. 

6. derived fro·msucn proceeds of 
from property into which proceeds of crime have been transformed or 
convened or from property with which proceeds crime have been 
intermingled shall also be liable to the measures referred to in this article. 
the same manner and to the same extent as proceeds of crime. 

7. purpose of this of this Convention, 
each State Party shaH empower its courts or other competent authorities to 
order that bank, financial or commercial records be made available or seized. 
A State Party shall not decline to act under the provisions of this paragraph on 
the ground of bank secrecy. 
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8. States Parties may consider the possibility of requiring that an 
offender demonstrate lawful origin of such alleged proceeds of crime or 
other property Hable to to the extent that such a requirement is 
consistent with the fundamental of their domestic law and with the 
nature of judicial and other ... ..",.I' ... ~.I'I 

9. The provisions of this article shaH not be so 
prejudice the rights of 

with 
protection 

Protection 

who give ..... "' ..... j ....... 
Convention and. as aDllfODnal 

them. 

2. The measures 
include, inter alia. without 
the right to due process: 

(a) Establishing 
persons, such as, to the 

g i v e 1.t;5UnlQI1IY 

permitting 
technology 

3. 
arrangements with other 
paragraph t of this article. 

Article 
TlV .• ·o ... " experts and victims 

4. The prOvisions of this article shall also apply to v 
they are witnesses. 

as to 

or 

insofar as 



5. Party shall, subject to its domestic enable the 
to be presented and at appropriate 

against offenders in a manner not prejudicial to 

Article 33 
Protection of reporting persons 

Each State Party shall consider incorporating into legal 
system appropriate measures to provide protection against any unjustified 
treatment for any person who reports in good faith and on 'grounds 
to the competent authorities any facts concerning offences established in 
accordance with this Convention. 

corruption a relevant factor in legal 
annul or rescind a contract, withdraw a concession or other similar 
or take 

damage 

DOlcne:s or "1'!,'C!nrut 

in body or "'''''' ...... ' ... 
persons shaH be granted the necessary independence, in accordance 
fundamental prinCiples of the legal system of the State Party. to be able to 



out their functions and without any undue influence. Such 
persons or staff of such body or bodies should have the appropriate training 
and resources to carry out their tasks. 

to c9mpetent ............. " 
to provide factual, 

offender. of 

Convention. 

Article 37 
with law enforcement authorities 

measures to encourage 
commission of an 

shall providing 
punishment of an acc:usctQ f!114!!!~.n 

or 

information 

in 
provides 

an offence 

shall be, tu .. , ....... " rllut,an(IfS .. as provided 

J8 

located in 
competent 

consider 
domestic 

Pany of the 

\...Q'QDf!nll'('11'l between natlona/ authorities 

measures as may necessary to 
law, cooperation between, on the 

one hand, its public authorities, as well as its public officials, and, on the other 
hand, its authorities for investigating and prosecuting criminal 
offences. Such cooperation 
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(8) Informing the laner authorities, on their own initiative, where 
there are reasonable grounds to believe that any of the offences established in 
accordance with articles 15. 21 and 23 0 f th is Convention has been commi ned; 
or 

(b) Providing, upon request. to the latter authorities all necessary 
information. 

39 
Cooperation national nfl,' hl'J~,.i'iilu: 

and the private ,eclor 

I. take such measures 81 may be necessary to 
encourage, in law, cooperation between nl1;IOI'Uli 
investigating and prosecuting authorities and entities of the private sector, 
particular to mattclt'S arlVtllJVlinlll 

of this Convention. 

2. Each State Party shall consider encouraging its nationals and 
other persons with a habitual residence in its territory to report to the national 

and prosecuting the commission of an offence 
accordance with 

Article 40 
secrecy 

State Party shall ensure that, in case domestic 
investigations established accordance with this Convention. 
there are appropriate available within its domestic legal system to 
overcome obstacles out of 

Article 41 
C,.'minol,.econl 

Each State Party may adopt such legislative or other measures as may be 
necessary to take into consideration, under such terms as and for the purpose 
that it deems appropriate, any previous conviction in another State of an 
alleged offender for the purpose of using such information in criminal 
proceedings relating to an established in accordance wilh 
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Article 42 
Jurisdiction 

I . Each State shaH adopt such measures as may be 
to establish its jurisdiction over the offences established in accordance with 
this Convention when: 

its 

The offence is committed in the territory of that State Party; or 

onen,:e is COlmn'UlIeQ ilKtliU::;l 

that is flying the flag 
the laws of that 

vefilttOn. a State Party may also 

national of that or . 

or a 

Party 

such measures as may be 
established in 

offender is present in its 

11l>~I""lIIUH under 
nprutn, ... learned. that 

or judicial proceeding in 
of those States Parties 



consult one another with a view to coordinating their 

Article 43 

is sought is a criminal offence under the laws of both 

44 
Extradilioll 

len~:::es. at 
under this article and some of which are not 
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extraditable by reason of their period imprisonment but are related to 
offences established in accordance with this Convention, the requested State 
Party may apply this article also in respect of those offences. 

4. Each the to which article applies shall be deemed 
to be included as an extraditable any extradition trealy existing 
between States Parties. undertake to include offences as 
extraditable offences in treaty to be concluded between them. 
A State Party whose law So in case it uses Convention as basis 
for extradition, shall consider of the offences accordance 
with this Convention to be a potitical offence. 

!fa BU""" .... '" conditional on the existence 
of a treaty from another State Party with 
whi.ch it no extradition it LU,,",,,,"IUO:;;O this legal 
basis for extradition rest)ect of any offence to applies. 

6. A State Party that makes extradition conditional on the existence 
of a treaty shall: 

(a) of deposit of 
or approval acc:eS$lon to this 

instrument of ratification, aC(;Cl'l'\arlCe 
.ft~I~""'" the :Selcretarv~CJel[ler 

the u ........... " ... n, ... n,,. .. it will take 
cooperation on extradition with other 

(b) not take Convention as the legal basis for 
cooperation on 
extradition with 
this article. 

where appropriate, to conclude treaties on 
Parties to Convention in order to implement 

7. 
existence 
extraditable 

8. to 
domestic Party or 
including. a.lia, conditions in relation tG 
for extradition and the grounds upon 
refuse extradition. 

extradition conditional on the 
to which th.is article applies as 

conditions p.rovided for by the 
extradition treaties, 

minimum penalty requirement 
therequcsted Party may 

domestic law, endeavour to 9. 
expedite to evidentiary requirements 
relating thereto in respect of any to which this article applies. 
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the 

Stale 
territory or 
presence at extradition prCl!ceC~aIl'UlS. 

does 

aspects, to ensure 

refused ."" ........ , ... 
requested 
with the ,reQuirt~me~ts 
Party, "'<:I'lll"IU',,"1 

law of the re<1lue:!Jtl[llll 

14. 
connection 
guaranteed 
of 
in the territory 

obligation to l"l'lfl,rAl1lnl"l 

believing that 
punishing a person on account of that ........ '" ...... 

- 30 

a sentence, is 

an 
SUllfstantllJf grounds 

purpose of prosecuting or 
sex, race, religion. nationality, 



ethnic origin or politica.l opinions or that compliance with the request would 
cause prejudice to that person's position for Ilny one of these reasons. 

i 6. States Parties may not refuse a request for extradition on the sole 
ground that the offence is also considered to involve fiscal matters. 

17. Before refusing extradition, the requested State Pany shall. where 
appropriate. consult with the requesting State Party to provide it with ample 
opportunity to present its opinions and to provide information relevant to its 
allegation. 

18. States Parties shall seek to conclude bilateral and multilateral 
agreements or arrangements to carry out or to enhance the effectiveness of 
extradition. 

Article 45 
Transfer of sentenced persons 

States Parties may consider entering into bilateral or multilateral 
agreements or arrangements on the transfer to their territory of persons 
sentenced to imprisonment or other forms of deprivation of liberty for offences 
established in accordance with this Convention in order that they may 
complete their sentences there. 

Article 46 
Mutual legal assistance 

I. States Parties shall afford one another the widest measure of 
mutual legal assistance in investigations, prosecutions and judicia! proceedings 
in relation to the offences covered by this Convention. 

2. Mutual legal assistance shall be afforded to the fullest extent 
possible under relevant laws, treaties, agreements and arrangemenrs of the 
requested State Party with respect to investigations. prosecutions and judicial 
proceedings in relation to the offences for which a legal person may be held 
liable in accordance with article 26 of this Convention in the requesting State 
Party. 

3. Mutual legal assistance to be afforded in accordance with this 
article may be requested for any of the following purposes: 

(8) Taking evidence or statements from persons; 
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.8 ••• -' .... or 
.n",.ng government. bank. 

property. 

(h) Facilitating the voluntary appearance of in the requesting 
State Party; 

(i) Any other type of assistance that is not I"'nr ..... '" to domestic 
law of the requested State Party~ 

with 

(k) The recovery of assets. 
chapter V of this Convention. 

Without prejudice to 
may, without 

,u",'-' matters to a COlml1letlmt lultho'fi 

a reQlue:!lt 
even temporarily, or with res:trllct)()ns 

not the receiving State Party from 
information that is exculpatory to an accused person. In such 

a case, the receiving State Party shall notify the transmitting State Party prior 
to the disclosure and, if so requested, consult with the transmitting State Party. 
If, in an exceptional case, advance notice is not possible, the receiving State 

the without delay. 
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6. The provisions of this article shall not affect the obligations under 
any other treaty, bilateral or multilateral, that governs or wi!) govern, in whole 
or in part, mutual legal assistance. 

8. States ... "'''' •. .,.., 

(a) The n"''''CAR 

(b) The 
such conditions as 

11. For the of paragraph 10 of anicle: 

- 33-

for 
take 

to this 

sut)it':i::t to 



(a) The State Pany to which the person is transferred shall have the 
authority and obligation [0 keep the person transferred in custody, unless 
otherwise requested or authorized by the State Pany from which the person 
was transferred; 

........ ,,, ...... is transferred 
Bcr,son to custody of 

agreed beforehand, or 8S 

(c) Pany to which the person is transferred shaH not require 
the State Party from which the person was transferred to initiate extradition 
proceedings the return 

(d) 
sentence being ........ """n 
time 

receive credit for service of 
"" .... ,," he or she was transferred 

State Party to which he or she was transferred. 

1 State Party from which a person is to be transferred in 
rUIr'AaI"A'nlul; to 11 of this article so qrees. that person, 

convictions to 
which he or she was 

not detained, punished or 

respect of acts, omissions or 
territory of State 

Each State Party designate a central authority that shaH have 
the power to r~uests for mutual legal assistance and 
either to execute or: 'to transmit them to the competent aUthorities 
execution. Where a State Party has a special region or territory with a separate 
system of mutual legal assistance, it may designate a distinct central authority 
that that or territory. Central authorities 
shall execution or transmission of the requests 

authority transmit.s the request to a competent 
'li'1\.~""'UUUl''l. it the speedy and execution of 

the the competent authority; The United 
Nations shall be notified of lhe centraJauthority designated for purpose at 
the time each Stllte Party deposits its instrument of ratification, acceptance: or 
approval of or aceession to this Convention. Requests for mutual legal 
assistance and any communication related thereto shall be transmitted to the 
central authorities designated by the States Parties. This requirement shall be 
without prejudice to the right of a State Party to require that such requests and 
communications be addressed to it through diplomatic channels and, in urgent 
circumstances, where States Panies agree, through the International 
Criminal Police Organization, if possible. 
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(d) 
procedure 

(e) 
person concerned; 

(0 
sought. 

or, where possible, by any 
a language acceptable to the 

to establish 
of 

as!l~ISlian,:e shall contain: 

particular 

of any 

information or action is 

16. The requested State Party ma.y request additional information 
when it appears necessary for the execution of the request in accordance with 
its domestic law or when it can facilitate such execution. 

17. request shaH be executed in accordance with the domestic law 
of the requested State Party and, to the extent not contrary to the domestic 
of the requested State Party and possible, in accordance with the 

specified the request. 

18. Wherever possible and consistent with fundamental principles of 
domestic law, when an individual is in the territory of a State and has to 
be heard as 8 witness or by the judicial authorities another State 
Party, first State Party may, at the request of the other, permit the hearing to 

.by video conference if it is not possible or desirable the 
individual in question to appear in In the territory of the requesting 
State Party. States Pa.rties may that the hearing shall be conducted by a 
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latter case. 
prior to 

Party. If. in an 
req;ut:lSlil'llg State Party 

disclosure without delay. 

(8) If the request is not made in conformity with the provisions of this 
article; 

(b) Party considers that execution of the request 
to or 

on 
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are given, preferably in the request. The requesting State Party may make 
reasonable requests for information on the status and progress of measures 
taken by the requested State Party to satisfy its request. The requested State 
Party shall respond to reasonable by the requesting Stete Party on the 
status, and progress in its handBng, of the request. State Party 
shall promptly inform the requested State sought is 
no longer required. 

25. Mutual legal assistance may 
Party on the ground th.8t it interferes 
prosecution or judicia.l proceeding. 

postponed by the requested State 
with an ongoing inves.tigation, 

26. Before refusing a to paragraph 2 J of this article 
or postponing its execution pursuant to paragraph of article, the 
requested Party shall consult with the requesting State Party to consider 
whether assistance may be granted to tenns and conditions as it 
deems necessary. I f the requesting subject to 
those conditions, it shall comply with the conditions. 

27. Without prejudice to the application of paragraph 12 of this 
article, a witness, expert or other person who, at of requesting 
State Party, consents to give evidence a in an 
investigation, prosecution or judicial proceeding in of the 
requesting State Party shall not be prosecuted, detained. punished or subjected 
to any other restriction of his or her personal in that territory respect 
of acts, omissions or convictions prior to or territory 
of the requested State Party. Such safe conduct shall cease when witness. 
expert or other person having had, for a of consecutive days or 
for any period agreed upon by the States from on which he or 
she has been officially informed that his or her presence is no longer required 
by the judicial authorities, an opportunity of has nevertheless 
remained voluntarily in the territory of the Party or, having 
left it, has returned of his or her own free wilt. 

28. The ordinary costs of ........ ;. ......... 
requested State Party. unless ..... , ..... ,..,"" 
If expenses of a substantial or 
fulfil the request, the States Parties 
conditions under which the request will be 
which the costs shall be borne. 

29. The requested State Party: 
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II#"'IP'IU"'Q shall consider, as 
or multilateral agreen:tents 

Article 47 
Tronsfe,. of criminal proceedings 

States Parties shall consider the possibility of transferring to one another 
proceedings for an accordance with 
(his 
of 

48 
Law enforcement cooperation 

(a) To enhance and, where to establish channels of 
communiclJ(ion l)el[WE~n 

to tacmtate 
aspects 
Partiesconcemed deem it appropriate, I inks with 

(b) To cooperate with other States Parties in conducting inquiries 
with respect to offences covered by this Convention concerning: 

(i) The identity, whereabouts and activities of persons suspected of 
involvement in such offences or the location of other persons concerned; 
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(ii) The movement of proceeds of crime or property derived from the 
commission of such offences; 

(iii) The movement of property. or otber instrumentalities 
used or intended for use in the commission of such offences; 

(e) To provide, where appropriate, necessary items or quantities of 
substances for analytical or investigative purposes~ 

Cd) To exchange, where appropriate. with other States 
Parties concerning specific means methods used to commit offences 
covered by this Convention, including the use of false identities, forged, 
altered or false documents and other means of concealing activities; 

(e) To facilitate effective coordination between their competent 
authorities, agencies and services and to promote the exchange of personnel 
and experts, including, subject to bilateral agreements or 
between the States Parties concerned, the pOlting of liaison officers; 

(0 To exchange information and coordinate administrative and other 
measures taken as appropriate for the purpose of early identification of the 
offences covered by this Convention. 

2. With a view to giving effect to this Convention, States Panies 
shall consider entering into bilateral or multilateral or 
arrangements on cooperation between law enforcement agencies 
and, where such agreements or arrangements already exist, amending them. In 
the absence of such or arrangements between the States Parties 
concerned, the may consider Convention to the for 
mutual enforcement cooperation respect covered by rhi's 
Convention. Wh.enever a.ppropriate. States Parties shall make full USe of 
agreements or arrangements, indudfng international or regional organizations, 
to enhance the cooperation between their law enforcement agencies. 

3. States Parties shall endeavour to cooperate within their means to 
respond to offences covered by this Convention committed through the use of 
modem technology. 

Article 49 
Join' investigations 

States Parties shall consider concluding bilateral or multilateral 
agreements or arrangements whereby, in relation to matters that are the subject 
of investigations, prosecutions or judicial proceedings in one or more States. 
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the competent authorities concerned may establish joint investigative bodies. 
In the absence such agreements or arrangements, joint investigations may be 
undertaken by agreement on a case-by-case basis. Parties involved 
shall ensure the Party territory such 

and allowing the goods or funds to continue intact or be removed 
[~I.lIICl.';I;U in whole or in part. 
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Chapter V 
Asset recovery 

principle 
widest 

#1F"n'<f#:.. ..... of proceeds of crime 
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measures provided for 
",,.,-...... 11<11."_.,. with its domestic 

interregional and 

person to 
expected to 

all~~GlwllUII:) to which to pay 
and record-

within its 
own initiative, of the 

accounts such 
in addition to those 



3. In the context of paragraph 2 (a) of this article, each State Party 
shall implement measures to ensure that its financial institutions maintain 
adequate records, over an appropriate period of time, of accounts and 
transactions involving the persons mentioned in paragraph 1 of this article, 
which should, as a minimum, contain information relating to the identity of the 
customer as well as, as far as possible, of the beneficial owner. 

4. With the aim of preventing and detecting transfers of proceeds of 
offences established in accordance with this Convention, each State Party shall 
implement appropriate and effective measures to prevent, with the help of its 
regulatory and oversight bodies, the establishment of banks that have no 
physical presence and that are not affiliated with a regulated financial group. 
Moreover, States Parties may consider requiring their financial institutions to 
refuse to enter into or continue a correspondent banking relationship with such 
institutions to guard against establishing with foreign financial 
institutions that to be by banks that have no 
presence and arc nol affiliated with a regulated financial group. 

5. Each 
its domestic law, i;U

'
!i;'Io#'IVi; tmitlDc:Jal 

officials 
State Party 
permit its competent au'nOlmli~S 
authorities 
recover proceeds of onent:es 

ne1ces;Sal,Y to .investigate, 
accordance with this 

6. Each State Party shall consider taking such measures as may be 
necessary, in accordance with its domestic law, to require appropriate public 
officials having an interest in or signature or other authority over a 
account in a foreign country to report that relationship to 
authorities and to maintain appropriate records related to such accounts. 
measures shall also provide for appropriate sanctions for non-compliance. 

Article 
Mcollires for direct recovery 0/ property 

Each State Party shall, in accordance with its domestic law: 

(8) Take such measures as may be necessary to permit another State 
Party to initiate civil action in its courts to establish title to or ownership of 
property acquired through the commission of an offence established. in 
accordance with this Convention; 
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(b) Take such measures as may be necessary to permit its courts to 
order those who have committed offences established in accordance with this 
Convention to pay compensation or to another State Party that 
been harmed by such offences; and 

(c) Take such measures as may be necessary to permit its courts or 
competent authorities. when having to decide on confiscation, to 

State Pany's claim as a legitimate owner of property acquired through 
the commission of an offence established in accordance with this Convention. 

Mechanisms for recovery of property through 
international cooperation in confiscation 

1. Each State PartYt in order to provide mutual legal assistance 
pursuant to article 55 of this with respect to property acquired 
through or involved in the commission of an offence established in accordance 
with this Convention, shall. in accordance with its domestic law: 

(8) Take such measures 8S may be nC;;I';€;3l!1aI",( to permit its competent 
authorities to give to an of issued by a court 

State Party; 

(b) Take such measures as may necessary to permit its competent 
authorities, where they have jurisdiction, to order the confiscation of such 
property of foreign origin by adjudication of an offence of money-laundering 
or such other offence as may be with its jurisdiction or by other procedures 
authorized under its domestic law; and 

(c) Consider taking such measures as may be necessary to aHow 
confiscation of such property without a criminal conviction in cases in which 
the offender cannot be prosecuted reason of death. flight or absence or in 
other appropriate cases. 

Each State Pany. in order to mutual legal assistance 
a request made pursuant to 2 of of this Convention. shall. 
in accordance with its oOln~mc 

(a) Take such measures as to permit its competent 
authorities to freeze or seize property or seizure order issued 
by a court or competent authority of a State Party that provides a 
reasonable basis for the requested State Party to believe that there are 
sufficient grounds for taking such actions and that the property would 



SUI'lelct to an 

(c) Consider taking additional measures to permit Its competent 
authorities to property for confiscation. such as on the basis of a 
foreign arrest or to the acquisition of such propeny. 

Article 55 

legal 

an 
to it; or 

,(b) authorities, with a to giving 
it to the extent requested. an order of confiscation issued by a court 

State Party in accordance with articles 31. 
t (8). of this Convention insofar as it relates to 

or other instrumentalities referred to in 
territory of the requested State Pany. 

Following a request made by another State 
jurisdiction over an offence established in accordance with 

Pany shall take measures to trace 
prClceleos of crime, propeny, equipment or other instrumentalities 

31 t oarll1l81l)n 
ISCIICfCIn to 
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3. The provisions of 
mutatis mutandis, to this article. In 
article 46, paragraph 15, requests made 

are applicable. 
specified in 
contain: 

(3) In the case of a request pertaining to paragraph 1 (a) of 
article, a description of the property to confiscated, including. to the extent 
possible, the location and, where relevant, the estimated value of the property 
and a statement of the facts relied upon by the requesting State Party sufficient 
to enable the requested State Party to the order under its domestic law; 

to parasraph t (b) of [his 
of confiscation which the 

a statement of facts 
... "" ...... ""I.1 ... 'U of the order is a 

statement 
provide adequate 
process and a statement 

(c) 
statement 
description of the 
copy of an order on 

4. The decisions or provided for in paragraphs I and 2 of 

to 

a 

article shall be taken by the requested State Party in accordance with and 
subject to the provisions of domestic law and its procedural or any 
bilateral or multilateral agreement or arrangement to which it may bound in 
relation to the requesting State Party. 

5. Each State Party shatl furnish copies of its laws and 
that give to this article and of any subsequent changes to such 
regulations or a thereof to the Secretary-General of the 
Nations, 

6. If a to make the taking of the measures referred 
to in paragraphs conditional on the of a 
relevant treaty, that State Party shall consider this Convention 
and sufficient 

7. 
measures Ii 
timely evidence or if the property is of a de 

lifting any provisional measure taken 
~U\JC~'\I;;;U State Party shall, wherever pOSSible, 
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an opportunity to present its reasons in tlilV,C'lur the 
measure, 

The provisions of this article shal! not be as 
the 

when confiscation was 
of a final judgement 
waived by the 
requesting State Party; 

Return 

jlUltl.ltma or 1"1lI''I''V.'lnO' 

ludlicilill D1rocceCilinJES or might lead to a request 

UI~;UU')UI of assets 

a .. """" .. nw to article 31 or 55 
retum to its prior 

that State Party in 
domestic law. 

shall adopt such legislative and other measures, 
lun,aalnernliU principles of Its domestic law. as may be 

........... .,., to return confiscated property, 
in ilJU"I"I'M"1'II 

rights of bona fide third parties. 

of this Convention and 
Party shall: 

embezzlement of puBlic funds or of 
to in anicles 17 and 2) of this 
accordance with article S 5 and on the 

State Party, 8 requirement that can 
Party. return the confiscated property to 
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(b) In the case of proceeds of any other offence covered by this 
Convention, when the confiscation was executed in accordance with article 55 
of this Convention and on the basis of a final judgement in the requesting State 
Party, a requirement that can be waived by the requested State Party, return the 
confiscated property to the requesting State Party, when the requesting State 
Party reasonably establishes its prior ownership of such confiscated property to 
the requested State Party or when the requested State Party recognizes damage 
to the requesting State Party as a basis for returning the confiscated property; 

(c) In all other cases, give priority consideration to returning 
confiscated property to the requesting State Party, returning such property to its 
prior legitimate owners or compensating the victims of the crime. 

4. Where appropriate, unless States Parties decide otherwise, the 
requested State Party may deduct reasonable expenses incurred in 
investigations, prosecutions or judicial proceedings leading to the return or 
disposition of confiscated property pursuant to this article. 

5. Where appropriate. States Parties may also give special 
consideration to concluding agreements or mutually acceptable a.rrangements, 
on a case-by-case basis, for the final disposal of confiscated property. 

Article 58 
Financial intelligence unil 

States Parties shall cooperate with one another for the purpose of 
preventing and combating the transfer of proceeds of offences established in 
accordance with this Convention and of promoting ways and means of 
recovering such proceeds and, to that end. shall consider establishing a 
financial intelligence unit to be responsible for receiving, analysing and 
disseminating to the competent authorities reports of suspicious financial 
transactions. 

Article 59 
Bilateral and multilateral agreements and arrangements 

States Parties shall consider concluding bilateral or multilateral 
agreements or arrangements to enhance the effectiveness of international 
cooperalion undertaken pursuant to this chapter of the Convention. 
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to " ......... '" 

(b) capacity in the development and planning' strategic 
anti-corruption policy; 

mutual 

Cd) Evaluation and strengthening of institutions, public service 
management and the management finances, including public 
procurement, the private sector; 

(g) Surveillance of the movement proceeds 
in accordance with this Convention and of the methods used to transfer, 
conceal or disguise such proceeds; 

(h) Appropriate and efficient legal and administrative mechanisms 
and methods for facilitating the return of proceeds of offences in 

(i) Methods used in protecting victims and witnesses who cooperate 
with judicial authorities; and 

U) in national and international regulations and In 

languages. 
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2. States Parties 

-49-

affording 
for the 

areas of 

request. 
causes, 

a view to 
society. 

offences 
cooperate 
assist in 

countries 
through 



2. States Parties shall consider developing and sharing with each 
other and through international regional organizations statistics. analytical 
expertise concerning corruption and information with a 
insofar as possible. common detinitions. standards and me:tn()(.I(~jOIRleS. 
as infonnation on best practices to prevent and combat 

measures 

1. States Parties shall take measures conducive to optimal 
implementation of this the extent possible, through international 
cooperation. on "'U.~t"'iL" 

2. States 

(a.) at 
countries, with a view to strengthening the capacity of the 
combat corruption; 

the efforts 

(c) technical assistance to developing countries and 
countries with eCCin011ll in transition 10 assist them their needs for 
the implementation of Convention. "to that Panies shaH 
endeavour to make lI.U~'I.4Ull.~\; and regular voluntary to an account 
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specifically designated for that purpose in a United Nations funding 
mechanism. States Parties may also give special consideration, in '$1& (,r"'" f'I'UI 

with their domestic law and the provisions of this Convention, to contributing 
to that account a percentage of the money or of the corresponding value of 
Dr(J.cec~as of crime or property confiscated in accordance with the provisions 

Convention; 

(d) To encourage and persuade other States and financial institutions 
as appropriate to join them in efforts in accordance with in 

u"'~ ....... by providing more training programmes and equipment to 
developing countries in order to assist them in achieving of 
Convention. 

To the extent possible, these measures shaH 
to existing foreign assistance commitments or to other 
arrangements at the bilateral. regional or international 

cooperation 

4. States Parties may conclude bilateral or asreements or 
arrangements on material and logistical aSSISUlnC,e, ''''''''''''B into consideration 
the financial arrangements necessary for the means of cooperation 
provided for by this Convention to be effective the prevention. 
detection and control of corruption. 

Chapter vn 
Mecbanisms for implementation 

Article 63 
Conference of the Slates 10 the Convention 

L A Conference of the States Parties to the Convention is hereby 
established to improve the capacity of and cooperation between States Parties 
to achieve the objectives set forth this Convention and to promote and 
review its implementation. 

by the Conference. 

3. 
procedure and 
article, including 

of the United Nations shall convene the 
not later than one year following the entry into 

regular meetings of the Conference of the 
with the rules of procedure adopted 

States Parties shall adopt rules 
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of the activities set forth in this 
admission and participation of 



observers, and the payment of eXIJens.es inc,..rred out 

The t;ol!lfelrenc~e shall agree upon 
procedures methods the 
paragraph 1 of this 

(b) Facilitating the exchange of information among States on 
patterns and trends in corruption and on successful practices for preventing and 
combating it and the return of t,hrough, inter the 

l'AI.IIoVAnt information as meaU~i)ne4 

(c) 
and mechem 

(d) 

relevant international and regional organizations 
nOINilll)VC;mlnelttal organizations; 

corruption in order to avoid unnecessary 

(e) Reviewing periodically the implementation of this Convention by 
its States Parties; 

(f) Making recommendations to improve this Convention and its 
implementation; 

(8) Taking note eQ"ure:me:nt:s of States 
Convention and Parties with regard 

recommending any 

paragraph 4 c...:OIUet"en,~e of 
acquire the necessary knowledge of measures taken the States 

by States in implementing this Convention and the difficulties 
.in doing so through ............ , ..... " by them and 

be establisbed by tbe 

6. Each State Party shall provide the Conference of the State.s Pardes 
with information on its programmes. plans and practices. as well as on 
legislative and administrative measures to implement this Convention, as 
required by the Conference of the States Parties. The Conference of the States 
Parties shall examine the most effective way of receiving and acting upon 

-52-



considered. 

Article 64 

under this Convention. 

from Stares Pa.rties and 
received from relevant non

with procedures to 
may also be 

Conference of 
appropriate 

to the 
RAI"AGII'SII'\I'lC .5 and 6, 

secretariats of relevant 

measures, 
accordance with fundamental 

implemenfation of its 



I. Parties shall to settle disputes concerning 
interpretation or application of this Convention through negotiation. 

Any dispute between two or more States Parties COTICClm 

or application of this Convention that cannot be settled 
within a reasonable shall, at the request of one of 

be submitted to arbitration. If, after the date of 
for arbitration, those States to agree on the 
the arbitration. anyone of those Parties may refer the dispute to the 
International Court of Justice by in accordance with the of 

State 
acc:ept:an(~e or approval of or accession 
not itself bound by article. The other 
shall not be bound by paragraph 2 of this article with respect to any State Party 
that made such a reservation. 

Any State Party that has made a reservation in >lc-.""r,run .. ,," 

3 of this may at withdraw that 
notification to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

1. This Convention 
11 December 2003 in Merida, 
Headquarters in New York until 9 1Je'CernDc~r 
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States for signature from 9 to 
thereafter at United Nations 



Article 68 

Article 69 
Amendment 

integration 
ac~:etltallce or approval 

instrument of 
the extent 

organization 
the deposit 

enter into force 
orA:anllZRtion of the 

I. After the expiry of five years the entry into force of ~his 
a State Party may propose an amendment and transmit it to the 

of the United Nations, who shall thereupon communicate 
..... 1", .... 1'\<''''1''1 amendment to the States and to the Conference of the 

to the Convention for the of considering and deciding on 



the proposal. Thc',Conference of the States Parties shall make every effort to 
achieve consensus on each amendment. If all efforts at consensus have been 
exhausted and no agreement has been reached, the amendment shall. as a last 
resort, require for its adoption a two-thirds majority vote 
present and voting at the meeting of the Conference 

2. Regional economic integration organizations, matters 
their competence, shall exercise their right to vote under this article with a 
number of votes equal to the number of their member States that are Parties to 
this Convention. Such organizations shall not exercise their right to vote if 
their member States exercise theirs and vice versa. 

An amendment adopted in paragraph I of this 
article is SUl)lecl to acceptance or Al\r"~AiVI\I by States Parties. 

4. An amendment accordance with paragraph 1 of 
article enter force of a Party ninety days after 
date of the deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations an 
instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval of such amendment. 

5. When an amendment enters into force, it shall be binding on those 
States Parties which have expressed their consent to be bound by it. Other 
States Parties sha.1I still be hound by the provisions of this Convention and any 
earlier amendments they or approved. 

L 
notification to 
shall "' ..... ' ........ 
the Secretary-GeneraL 

Article 70 
Denunciation 

Convention by written 
Nations. denunciation 

recc~uu of the by 

2. A regional economic integration organization shall cease to be a 
Party to this Convention when all of its member States have denounced it. 

1. 
depositary 

Article 7/ 
Depositary and languages 

United Nations is designated 



2. The original of this Convention, of which the Arabic. Chinese, 
English. French. Russian and Spanish texls are equaUy authentic, shaH be 
deposited with Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

IN WHEREOF. the undersigned plenipotentiaries, being duly 
authorized thereto by their respective Governments, have signed this 
Convention. 
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